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NATIONAL POLICE REMEMBRANCE DAY 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.20 pm]: I rise this evening to bring to the house’s attention 
that next week, while the Legislative Council is in recess, we will recognise National Police Remembrance Day. 
On 29 September, each state and territory across Australasia and parts of the Pacific region will recognise those 
officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice. Currently, 6 500 officers are serving in the WA Police Force. 
Approximately 1 500 are serving in our regions. I often remark in debates in this place that those officers in our 
regional and remote areas are often the only semblance of government in many of our communities. Their service 
is widely respected amongst my constituents, and I personally wanted to pay tribute to them and the often challenging, 
difficult and complex circumstances they face often with little support. 
Police Remembrance Day recognises police officers who have given their life in the line of duty. In Western Australia, 
that, sadly, accounts for 85 officers dating back to 1834. In the last two decades, the lives of the nine officers lost in 
the line of duty have all been due to accidents. This includes the loss of four officers in a crash of a police aircraft 
near Newman on Australia Day in 2001. I now want to quote from the WA Police Force website, which states — 

On this day we also remember the feast of St Michael, Patron Saint of Battle, Security forces and Paratroops 
and we look to him to protect and keep safe our members as they continue to service the community 
365 days of the year. 
All officers and their families know that policing can sometimes be a dangerous job but when a life is taken, 
the “police family” pulls together to support and care for one another. 
When tragedy strikes, WA Police Legacy is there to offer more immediate and direct assistance to the 
spouses and their loved ones. 
For all ceremonies a blue and white chequered ribbon is worn to remember those fallen members and to 
take strength in the knowledge that their memory lives on in our hearts. 

I am wearing that blue and white chequered ribbon in the Legislative Council this evening. On Friday, I will be 
joining District Superintendent Tony Colfer and wheatbelt police at a memorial service in Northam, where I will 
lay a wreath. As I have done in previous years, it is an important opportunity to reflect on and pay tribute to those 
officers who have made the ultimate sacrifice for their service and the community. 
For me, it is also an annual reminder as a legislator to ensure that we continue to remain focused on protecting 
those who protect us. I encourage members of this place, as well as members of the public, to attend local services 
and stand alongside officers and other members of the community in paying tribute. Lest we forget. 
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